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MOT 

Old trees are more mojfy far than young; for that the fan 
is not fo frank as to rife all to the boughs, but tireth by the 
way, and putteth out mofs. Bacon's Nat. Hi/i. 

The mojfy fountains and the Sylvan lhades 

, De' ight n° more. ' Pope's Mejftah. 

MOST . adj. the fupcrlative of more, [maep:, Saxon; mecjl, 
Dutch.] Confiding of the greated number; confiding of the 
greated quantity. 

Garden fruits which have any acrimony in them, and mojl 
forts of berries, will produce diarrhoeas. Arbuthnot. 

He thinks tnojl forts of learning flouriflied among them, 
and I, that only fome fort of learning was kept alive by 
them - Pope. 

Most. adv. [ maijls , Gothick; maej-r, Saxon ; meeji, Dutch: 
mejl, Datiifh.] 

1. The particle noting the fuperlative degree. 

Competency of all other proportions is the moji incentive 
to indudry; too little makes men defperate, and too much 
carelefs. Decay of Piety. 

The faculties of the fupreme fpirit mojl certainly may be 
enlarged without bounds. Cbeyne's Phil. Principles. 

2. In the greated degree. 

Coward dogs 

Mojl fpend their mouths, when what they feem to threaten 

Runs far before them. Sbakefpeare. 

He for whofe only fake, 

Or mojl for his, fuch toils I undertake. Dryden's /En. 

Whild comprehended under that confcioufncfs, the little 
finger is as much a part of itfelf as what is mojl fo. Locke. 

That which will mojl influence their carriage will be the 
company they converfe with, and the fafliion of thofe about 
them. Locke on Education. 

Most, [this is a kind of fubdantive, being, according to its fig- 
nification, Angular or plural.] 

1. The greated number : in this fenfe it is plural. 

Many of the apodles immediate difciples fent or carried 
the books of the four evangelids to mojl of the churches they 
had planted. AJdiJ'on on the Cbrijlian Religion. 

Gravitation not being eflential to matter, ought not to be 
reckoned among thofe laws which arife from the difpofition of 
bodies, fuch as mojl of the laws of motion are. Cbeyne. 

2. The greated value : in this fenfe Angular. 

The report of this repulfe flying to London, the mojl was 
made of that which was true, and many falflties added. Hayw. 

A covetous man makes the mojl of what he has, and of 
what he can get, without regard to Providence or Nature. 

L'EJlrange’s Fables. 

3. The greated degree ; the greated quantity. 

A Spaniard will live in Irifli ground a quarter of a year, 
or fome months at the mojl. Bacon. 

Mo'stick. n.f A painter’s daff on which he leans his hand 
when he paints. Ainf. 

Mo'stlv. adv. [from mojl.] For the greated part. 

This image of God, namely, natural reafon, if totally or 
mojlly defaced, the right of government doth ccafe. Bacon. 

Mo'stwhat. n.f. [mojl and what.] For the mod part. Ob- 
folete. 

God’s promifes being the ground of hope, and thofe pro- 
mifes being but feldom abfolute, mojiuibat conditionate, the 
Chridian grace of hope mud be proportioned and attempe- 
rate to the promife; if it exceed that temper and proportion, 
it becomes a tympany of hope. Hammond. 

Mota'tion. n.f. Aa of moving. Di£l. 

Mote. n*f [mor ? Saxon ; a towns % Lat.J A (in all particle of 
matter ; any thing proverbially little. 

You found his mote , the king your mote did fee; 

But I a beam do And in each of three. Sbakefpeare. 

The little motes in the fun do ever dir, though there be no 
w i n d. Bacons Nat. Hijl. N°. 879. 

Mote for might. Obfolete. 

Mod ugly diapes, 

Such as dame Nature felf mote fear to fee. 

Or fhame, that ever Ihould fo foul defeas 

From her mod cunning hand efcaped be. Fairy Qteen. 

Moth. n.f. [mo?, Saxon.] A fmall winged infea that cats 
cloths and hangings. 

All the yarn Penelope fpun in Ulyflcs s abfence> did but 
fill Ithaca full of moths. Shakejpeare’s Coriolanus. 

Every foldier in the wars ftiould do as every fick man m 
his bed, wadi every moth out of his confcience. Shakefp. 

He as a rotten thing confumeth, as a garment that is moth 
eaten. 7* *»“• 

Let moths through pages eat their way. 

Your wars, your loves, your praifes be forgot. 

And make of all an univerfal blot. Dryden's Juv. 

MO'THER. n.f. [moSop, Saxon; moder , Danilh; moeder , 
Dutch.] . 

x, A woman that has born a child; correlative to fon or 
daughter. 

Let thy mother rather feel thy pride, than fear 

Thy dangerous doutnefs. Shakefpcare’s Coriolanus. 
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Come fit down every mother's fon, 

And rehcarfe your parts. 

I had not fo much of man in me. 

But all my mother came into mine eyes, 

And gave me up to tears. RhaDh u 

2. That which has produced any thing. Jh Henry 

Alas, poor country ! It°cannot 
Be call’d our mother , but our grave. ?/,„> , 

The refemblance of the condition and diet of the iS 7 ' 
bitants to thofe of their mother country, occafion a great a f* 
6, ? i„ the popular difeafe^ 

l he dronged branch leave for a dandard, cutting off 
red clofe to the body of the mother plant. Mortimer’s Hud 

3. I hat which has preceded in time: as, a mother church ^ 

chapels. 10 

4. That which requires reverence and obedience. 

The good of mother church, as well as that of civil f 0 
ciety, renders a judicial practice neceflary. Aylijfe's Parerron 

5. Hyderical paflion; fo called, as being imagined peculiar to 
Women. 

This flopping of the domach might be the mother ; f ora f. 
much as many were troubled with mother fits, although few 
returned to have died of them. Graunt's Bills 

6. A familiar term of addrefs to an old woman ; or to a wo-' 
man dedicated to religious auflerities. 

7. Mother in laiu. A hufband’s or wife’s mother. Ainf. 

I am come to fet at variance the daughter in law againft 
the mother in law. Matth. x. or 

8. [ Moeder , Dutch, from modder, mud.] A thick fubftance 
concreting in liquors; the lees or feum concreted. 

If the body be liquid, and not apt to putrefy totally, it 
will cad up a mother , as the mothers of diddled waters. Bacon. 

Potted fowl, and fifli come in fo fad. 

That ere the firfl is out the fecond dinks. 

And mouldy mother gathers on the brinks. Dryden. 

9. [More properly modder ; modde, Dutch.] A young girl. 
Now totally obiolete. 

A fling for a mother , a bow for a boy, 

A whip for a carter. Puffer's Hufbandry. 

Mo'ther. adj. Had at the birth; native. 

For whatfoever mother wit or art 
Could work, he put in proof. Hubberd's Talc, 

Where did you dudy all this goodly fpeech l 
—It is extempore, from my mother wit. Sbakefpeare.’ 
Boccace, living in the fame age with Chaucer, had the 
fame genius, and followed the fame dudies : both writ no¬ 
vels, and each of them cultivated his mother tongue. Dryden. 

Cecilia came, 

Inventrefs of the vocal frame. 

Enlarg’d the former narrow bounds, 

And added length to folemn founds, 

With nature’s mother wit, and arts unknown before. Dryl, 

To Mo'ther. v. n. To gather concretion. 

They oint their naked limbs with mother'd oil. Dryden. 

Mo'ther of pearl. A kind of coarfe pearl; the fliell in which 
pearls are generated. 

His mortal blade 

In ivory flicath, ycarv’d with curious flights, 

Whofe hilt was burnifli’d gold, and handle flrong 
Of mother-pearl. Fairy £h. b. i. 

They were made of onyx, fometimes of mother of pearl. 

Hakewill on Providence. 

Mo'therhood. n.f. [from mother.] The office or charader 
of a mother. 

Thou flialt fee the blefled mother-maid 
Exalted more for being good. 

Than for her intereft of motherhood. Donne. 

Mo'therless. adj. [from mother.] Deflitute of a mother; 
orphan of a mother. 

I might fliew you my children, whom the rigour of your 
juflice would make complete orphans, being already mother- 
Ufs. Waller's Speech to the Houfe of Commons. 

My concern for the three poor niotberlefs children obhges 
me to give you this advice. Arbuthnot s Hijl . of /■• u 

Mo'therly. adj. [from mother and like.] Belonging to a mo¬ 
ther ; fuitable to a mother. , 

They can owe no lefs than child-like obedience " er , 
hath more than motherly power. Hooker, • 

They termed her the great mother, for her motherly cue 
in chcrifliing her brethren whild young. ", 

Within her bread though calm, her bread though pure, 
Motherly cares and fears got head, and rais d . 

Some troubled thoughts. Milton s P° r - £' / 

When I lee the motherly airs of my little daughters " 
playing with their puppets, I cannot but flatter m Z. L _ 
their hufliands and children will be happy in the po 
fuch wives and mothers. dtddtfin s Speff. N -S 

Though die was a truly good woman, and ha 
motherly love for her fon John, yet there wanted ™t thofe 
endeavoured to create a mifunderflanding between them, a 
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Mo'therly. adv. [from mother.] In manner of, mother. 

Th’ air doth not motherly fit on the earth, 

To hatch her fcafons, and give all things birth Donne. 

Mother of thyme. n.J. [ ferpyllum , Latin.] It hath trailing 
branches, which are not fo woody and hard as thofe of thyme, 
but in every other relpedt is the fame. Miller. 

Mo'ther wort. n.f. [cardiaca, Latiti.] A plant. 

The flower of the motherwort confids of one leaf, and is 
of the lip kind, whofe upper lip is imbricated and much lon¬ 
ger than the under one, which is cur into three parts ; from 
the flower-cup arifes the pointal, fixed like a nail in the hin¬ 
der part of the flower, attended by four embrios which be¬ 
come angular feeds, occupying the flower-cup. Miller. 

Mother y. adj. [from mother.] Concreted; full of concre¬ 
tions; dreggy; feculent: ufed of liquors. 

Mothmu'llein. n.f. [blattaria, Latin.] A plant. 

The leaves of the mothmullein are placed alternately upon 
the branches; the cup of the flower confids of one leaf, 
which is divided into five fegments ; the flower confids of one 
leaf, which fpreads open, and is divided alfo into five feg¬ 
ments : they are produced in long fpikes, and are fucceeded 
by round vcflels, which are divided into cells, and contain 
many fmall feeds in each. Miller. 

Mo thwort. n.J'. [moth and wort.] An herb. 

Mo'thy. adj. [from moth .] Full of moths. 

His horle hipp’d with an old mothy faddle, the flirrups of 
no kindred. Sbakefpeare’s Taming of the Shrew. 

MO'TION. n.f. [ motion , French; motio, Latin.] 

1. The act of changing place. 

2. Manner of moving the body ; port; gait. 

Virtue too, as well as vice, is clad 
In flcfli and blood lo well, that Plato had 
Beheld, what his high fancy once embrac’d. 

Virtue with colours, fpeech and motion grac’d. Waller. 

3. Change of poflure; action. 

Encourag’d thus die brought her younglings nigh. 
Watching the motions of her patron’s eye. Dryden. 

4. Tendency of the mind; thought. 

Let a good man obey every good motion rifing in his heart, 
knowing that every fuch motion proceeds from God. South. 

5. Propolal made. 

, He compaflcd a motion of the prodigal fon, and married a 
tinker’s wife within a mile where my land lies. Shakefp. 

What would you with me l 

—Your father and my uncle have made motions ; if it be 
my luck, fo ; if not, happy man be his dole. Shakejptare. 

If our queen and this young prince agree. 

I’ll join my younger daughter, and my joy, 

To him forthwith, in holy wedlock bands. 

^ 5 s ’ ^ a S rce > a,, d thank you for your motion. Shakefp. 

6. Impulie communicated. ” Jr 

Whether that motion , vitality and operation, were by incu- 
bation, or how elle, the manner is only known to God. Ral. 

Carnality within railes all the combuflioti without: this is 
the great wheel to which the clock o*es it motion. Dec. of Pi 

Love awakes the fleepy vigour of the foul, 

r _ And bruih 1 ng o’er adds motion to the pool. Dryden 

I o Motion, v. a. [from the noun.] To propofe. ' 

J VVanting motion j bring 

We cannot free the lady that fits here, 

In Ha? n “ l fS i HXt ’ 7i "T onh 'f s - Milton. 

Wa ! Do I dream ? Is this my hop’d fuccefs ? 

1 e M ftatUC 1 and r i0t,onU J s - Dryden's Aurengooebe. 

bhouid our globe have had a greater fliare 

Uf this flrong force, by which the parts cohere ; 

I hm.gs had been bound by fuch a puw’rful chain, 

1 hat all would fix d and niotionlefs remain. Blackmore 

Mo ttve. adj. [motivus, Latin.] J uia.amore. 

1. Caufing motion; having moment. 

ShaU every argument ufed in fucli kind of confe¬ 
rences be made a rule tor others dill to conclude the like bv 

1 he nerves ferve for the conveyance of the mneto c 1 
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• _ / -b , *‘ v,UB ' i'iv.icaii 

; Vu 1V£ - L" l0tJ f' Frcllch -3 

*• l hat which determines die choi< 
action. 

“‘“ re - 

y ves there are i„ both, which draw mod'effefl^n th °‘ e 
minds unto them. moIt Actually our 

Why i n that rawnefs left wife and chi ,^» b ' »• 

& MM'fttaret Mad'tb. 




Tta which d,. choice; ,h„ which | nc j tes the 


What can 


_ be a flronger motive to a firm trufl on out* 

Maker, than the giving us his fon to fuffer for us. Addijon. 

The motive for continuing in the lame date is only the pre- 
fent fatisfaiStion in it; the motive to change is always fome 
uneafinefs. Locke. 

2. Mover. 

Heaven brought me up to be my daughter’s dower; 

As it hath fated her to be my motive 

And helper to a hulband. Shakefp. AWs well that ends well. 
Her wanton fpirits look out 

At every joint, and motive of her body. Sbakefpeare. 

Mo'tley. adj. [fuppofed to be corrupted from medley , perhaps 
from mothlike coloured, fpotted or variegated like a garden 
moth.] Mingled of various colours. _ 

The motley fool thus moral’d on the time. 

My lungs began to crow like chanticleer. 

That fools fliuuld be fo deep contemplative. Sbakefpeare. 

They that come to fee a fellow 
In a long motley coat, guarded with yellow. 

Will be deceiv’d. Shakejpeare’s Henry VIII. 

Expence and after-thought, and idle care. 

And doubts of motley hue, and dark delpair. Dryden. 

Enquire from whence this motley Ayle 
Did firfl our Roman purity defile. Dryden's Pcrftus. 

Traulus, of amphibious breed. 

Motley fruit of mungril feed ; 

By the dam from lordlings fprung. 

By the fire exhal’d from dung. Swift. 

Mo'tor. n. f. [moteur, Fr. from rnovco, Latin.] A mover. 
Thofe bodies being of a congenerous nature do readily re¬ 
ceive the impreffions of their motor, and, if not fettered by 
their gravity, conform themfelves to fituations, wherein they 
bed unite unto their animator. Brown s Vulgar Errours , b. ii. 
Mo'tor y. adj. [motorius, Latin.] Giving motion. 

The bones, were they dry, could not, without great dif¬ 
ficulty, yield to the plucks and attradlions of the motory muf- 
< es - . r _ Pay an Creation. 

Mo tto. n.f. [motto, Italian.] A fentence added to a device, 
or prefixed to any thing written. 

It may be faid to be the motto of human nature, rather to 
fuffcrthan to die L’Ejlrange's Fables. 

We ought to be meek-fp.nted, till we are afiiired of the 
honefly ot our anccflors; for covetoufnefs and circumvention 
make no good motto for a coat. Collier 

It was the motto of a bifliop eminent for his piety and good 
works in king Charles the fecond's reign, Infervi Deo if la- 
tare Serve God and be chearful. Addijon s Freeholder 

To Move. v. a. [moveo, Latin.] 

x- To put out of one place into another; to put in motion. 

Sinai itlclf was moved at the prefence of God. Pfal. Ixviii 
At this my heart trembieth, and is moved out of his place! 

2. To give an impulfc to. Job xxvils. 

in f lJ 1 !| epreteXt0 f piety J sbutlike the hand of a clock, fet 
indeed more confpicuoufly, hut directed wholly by the fecret 
movmgs of carnality within. Vs p. 

3. 1 o propofe; to recommend. y f ^ Uty ' 

If the firfl confultation be not fufficient th- „,:n „ 
and th = 

They to be Warned 

tEI’hIT " refp ' aS - 

interpreter’’^ P °“ their frits by an 

To indamora you ray fni, m „ft 

nJ.o iariiL?rZe ofd ; r r , '' ,B our * 

W towards what is judged 

4. To perfuade; to prevail on the mind. Lc ' kf ' 

-p , . , A thoufand knees, 

UDon th aT fand yCarS t0gether ’ naketl » f a «ing, 

Upon a barren mountain, and dill Winter * 

‘ To t r T P u rpiitUa1 ’ Co,,ld *>ot move the gods 

Grittus^flferecTthe TranAdvanians 
firous of revenge were not moved with go!?’ Ut mU > ds f?' 

Sometimes the poffibility of preferment v . Ies ' 

credulous expectation of lefs expence S it” 8 W ' th the 
opinion of eafe with the fond and Jr h he Cov etou.s, * 
with the unkind parents' gif™" « «mot enel 
to engage their 

return they have received but fmall con/ , Carnm S> b .v whofe 
Could any power of fenfe the R ntentment - Wot ton. 

To burn hi/own right K T R ° man ^ n 

whichheisabout to do ^ 2°°* the tl.il 
id,y SM, “ 

She flew to rise ' ” ‘“ S “>•«. 

Dryden’s /En. 
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